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| * are the Dead which die in the Lord 5 
From henceforth, Jed, ſaith the ſpirit, "that 


they may ref from their Labours, 
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Pong Know not bt bow | it comes to Im but 1g 
ir is, when men come to die they have, 
Sun * generally, deeper impreſſions of the im- 
| portance of religion, than they had be- 
fore. Whether they then find that they have a 
more immediate call for the ſuccours of it, or whe- 
ther, as they advance towards the other life, their 
minds brighten up and open more largely ; what- 
ever, I fay, is the reaſon of it, experience almoſt 
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univerſal atteſts the truth of the fact. There is, 


perhaps, no infidel ſo hardened, but wiſhes, when 
on the verge of eternity, that he had lived a good 
life rather than a bad one; and as for thoſe who 
have not been ſo profligate, nay even the moſt. p 

ous themſelves, ſeem to be fonder of it than =] 
ſpeak with more feeling of a future ſtate, regret 
they have treated it thro' life with ſo much indiffe- 


rence, wiſh that God would vouchſafe to prolong 


their days a little further, that they may apply to 


it with more care and aſſiduity than they have ever 


done hitherto, So true 1s it, that however few co- 
vet the life of a good man, yet almoſt all covet his 


death. Even that mercenary prophet (Balaam) who 


while he lived loved the wages of ynrighteouſneſs, 
yet when he came within ſight of death, conld 
not help pouring forth this pathetic Prayer: Let 
me die the death of the _— Y and tet my Jabber end 


1 N 


be like bis. Sac 


. 


To bring us therefore to ſuch a life as may pre- 
pare for, and terminate. in ſuch a death, is what, 
God willing, I propoſe as the deſign of the preſent 
diſcourſe ; * with that view I am directed to 
theſe words by a worthy deceaſed friend, Ricuarp 


Coors, Eſq; who was a conſiderable time a mem- 
ber of this ſociety, but is now, I hope, admitted, 
into a much better one. In handling them there: 


fore L ſhall, 


: 


01 Illuſtrate the ſtate which is here deſcribed by 
Dying in the Lord. 1 


II. 


8 

ow « Show in what reſpects ſuch are ſaid. to be 
bleſſed: they reſt from their labours. 

; III. Conſider in a word or two the authority 
here aſſigned for our belief of this aſſertion, that 
they are "bleſied who die in the Lord, and that is 
couched under the expreſſion, yea, faith the ſpirit. 
3 Laſtly, a apply the whole. 


| With reſpect to the firſt, which is to illuſtrate | 
the ſtate here deſcribed, by Dying in the Lord. 
This, in a primary ſenſe, probably refers to thoſe 
who ſuffered martyrdom in defence of the Goſpel 
of Chriſt. In the age in which this book was writ, 
Chriſtianity and perſecution were almoſt conſtant . 
"companions. Perſons no ſooner profeſſed- them- 
elves the diſciples of the bleſſed Jeſus, than kings, 
prieſts, and common people, united in general a- 
gainſt them. Idolatry, ſuperſtition, and even ſome 
of the worlt inſtances of immorality, had acquired 
ſuch ſtrength and credit by long cuſtom and prac- 
tice, that thoſe run the hazard of loſing g every thing 
that was dear to them, who ventured to oppoſe or 
"reform ſuch abuſes. Their eſtates, their liberty, 
their offices, nay, their life itſelf, were all laid at 
ſtake in ſuch a caſe. The paſſions and the intereſts 
of wen, which are the moſt powerful motives to 
4 action, were againſt them. By this craft they had 
8 » their gain, and therefore ſtrenuouſly reſiſted every 
4 change and innovation in it. So we find in fact, 
that the followers of our bleſſed Lord, at that time, 
not only laid their account with the loſs of their all, 
| * 27. 10008 
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but for the moſt part actually ſuffered the OR 


They are ſtoned, ſawn aſunder, afflicted, torment- 
ed, obliged to wander about in ſheeps ſkins, and 
goats ſkins, and to hide themſelves in cayes and dens 
of the earth. And the apoſtle Paul repreſents his 
"wn cafe in this matter i in the moſt; moving and af- 
fecting terms. Phil. iii. 8. Yea doubtleſs, hd J count 
all * but .lojs, for the excellency , the knowledge 
of Cbriſi Jeſus my Lord: for whom 1 have Juffered 
the toſs of all things... And to the fame purpoſe As | 
in the puri, to Jace, not knowing . chat "ſhall be- 
fall ; me there, ſave that the Holy Ghoſt witneſſeth, that 
in every city bonds and impriſonments abide. me, And I 
cannot. help. adding the account he gives to the 
ſame effect in Phil. i L,: | 20. becauſe'; it carries ſome- 
thing ſo noble and. magnanimous in "Io After ob- 
ſerving to them that they knew he was ſet for the 
defence of the Goſpel, he ſubjoins, According to my 
earneſt hope and expeBation, that in nathing I ſhall be 
' aſhamed, Jul that with all boldneſs as always, ſo now 
alſo, Cbriſt ſhall be . magnified in my body, whether it 
be by life or by death. . As this therefore was the caſe 
in thoſe times, it is no wonder the Apoſtle ſays, 
bleſſed are the dead who thus die in the Lord, not 
only becauſe they ſhall then reſt from their labours 
and perſecutions, but be alſo advanced to a ſtate 
of felicity in the next life, raiſed in proportion to 
the extent of the ſufferings they underwent in this. 
For ſuch is the juſtice, as well as grace of God, 


that he will meaſure out our reward in the future 
world, 


1275 
world, not only according to what we have done, 
but likewiſe according to what we have fut+ 
fered ſor him in the preſent; Thus when this 
Apoſtle was aſked by the Angel who converſed 
with him, who a certain ſelect company. whom he 
pointed out to him in a particular part of the man- 
ſions of bliſs were, and the Apoſtie anſwer'd, Sir, 
thou knoweſt, i. e. thou knoweſt better than T; why 
then ſays the Angel I will tell thee, theſe are they 
who have come out of much tribulation, that is, 
they who have ſuffered much for the cauſe of Chriſt 
and have waſhed their robes, and made them white | 
in the blood of the Lamb; therefore are they before 
the throne of God, that is, advanced to places of 
peculiar eminence, dignity and glory, above others; 
and ſhall ſerve him day and night in his temple, and 
he that ſitteth on the throne ſhall Ewell "oY every 
Rev. vil. 15. * 15. N 


But * dying i in the Lord, is not ſo eonfitied: 
to martyrs for the cauſe of Chriſt as to exclude any 
true believer in him, but, on the contrary, extends to 
them all. - For the expreflion, being in Chtiſt, is 
conſtantly made uſe of in ſcripture to denote our 
union with him, and is probably borrowed from the 
ceaſtern phraſeology which delighted in bold and 
ſtriking figures. Thus the apoſtle Paul tell us, 2 Cor -· 
v. 17. 1} any man be in Chriſt Feſus he is a nat crea- 
ture. And the Apoſtle John 1 Epiſt. Chap. v. 20. 
But ye are in bim who' is true, that is in bis Son Feſus 

Criſt ; 3 his is the true God, and this is eternal life. 


But 


1 {+ WE 
But now, as this ſtate is common to all the faithful 
ſervants of God, and diſciples of his bleſſed Son, . 
they may all julliy be faid to die in him, or uvited - 
to him. And this will appear ſtill more evidently. 
if we conſider the principles by which this wee * 


T1 


is PT and theſe are the three, following, wha wr." 


S @- * uf 
N el 1 
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. Faith on tue part of the believer. 2. The 1 


N 


rit on God's Part. 3: Love « on thy: 3% 4 bob. bo * N {0 
- 1ſt, Faith on the believer 8 * By this I Aube 9 
barely mean a ſpeculative aſſent to all the-doQrines- 1 
Chriſt has taught, the promiſes he has given, the 5 
threatnings he has iſſued out againſt ſin, and the ex- 4 


cellency of the precepts he has laid down, for this 
aſſent, good and neceſſary as it is, is nevertheleſs but a 
dry and jejune notion of Chriſtian faith; for beſideg 
this, there is no doubt with me but that it compre». 
hends in it a grateful acceptance of him, and humble 
acquieſcence in him, for.all the ends and purpoſes for 
which God has been pleaſed ro appoint him our Me. 
diator 3 the receiving him as our prophet to inſtruct 
us in God's good and perfect will, as our prieſt to 
expiate-and atone. for our ſins,” as our king to rule 
and govern us in his fear as a peculiar. people to him- 
ſelf, zealous of good works. So that this faith is 
Compoſed of an act of the will and affections as well 
as of the underſtanding and judgment, and for this 
reaſon is ſometimes called a receiving of Chriſt, hn 3 
i. 12. To as many as received bim, to them gave be | 


prone 
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bene ts 13 * God, ben 4a, lacks 35 | 
1 Ky an bis name 3 and C,. ii. b: Bo therefore yi va 2 
has A er vel Crit Jans the-Tard; Jo-wolk ye in him. This , 
Ex 0 (cripture ch 

8 8. —— theref * jufified by fdith,, wwe, bave prace with O, 
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re: is s valle Juſtifying 500 Rom, v. 1. Be. 


on Lot 1d Jeſus Chriſt; © Whoeyer" therefote) | | ; 
dies in ibis faſt; is juſtly ſaid to die: ig the- Lord, or 
„ ugitett te bim; fot ſuch a faith'; is expreſylydetlared | 


1 12. in ſcripture bo de bg of the principat bonds of ch 
E. D Gab, ii. "20% I am cruciſiad with Curl. s 


be 250 l, meyer thileſs live, yet not I, but Chtift leib 


in me 1 front expreſſuon of union) and the life which I 
' now live inthe fieſh I live by the faith of the Son f God, © 


wwho-loved me, and gave himſelf for me. And to the 
ſame purpoſe, Epbeſ. iii. 17. That Chriſt may divell 
in your bearts by faith, that ye being rooted and ground- 
ed in love, may be able to comprehend with all ſaints what 
is the beigbib, and depth, and breadth, and length, and 
10 knaw the love of Chriſt which paſſeth knowledge, that 
ye may be filled with all the fullneſs of God. And this 
leads me to the | | 


2d Principle of this union, viz. the ſpirit upon 
God's part, for it is a matter of no conſetjuence whe- 
ther by the term Lov in this text we underſtand 
God the Father, or the Lord Chrilt his bleſſed Son, 
ſince either of the ſenſes returns to the ſame thing, 
The doctrine of the. influences of the divine ſpirit, 
is indiſputably an article not only of the chriſtian, 
but even of the pagan creeds themſelves. Cicero, 
one of che greateſt philoſophers among the heathens, 
B gives 


Gren it it as ; is opinion, able _ man ever e 
any thing that was either very great; or very odd, wo be. 
without the inſpitation of the! ve An LI = 


© 9 


. whole machinery of their poets -.necefl? arily ſuppoſes”. md 
- the truth. of this abſervation, for they aden bring. 
their heroes into difficult and diſtreſſing circhrſtans,” vp = * 
ces. without iptroducingsa-divinity ab She ſame time : "hk we 
| to ſuceour them under, and relieve them our df. EY 
On which account it ĩs the more to de Vondered At, n 1 
that ſome who bear the name of «Chriſtian ſhove © 
"ſhow ſo ſtrong a propenſity not only to doubt of; dut N. 
alſo to ridicule theſe influences, cſpecia}ly. /as. they it 
are ſo explicitly aſſerted in the ſacred oracles. Fer ; 
theſe in the plaineſt terms repreſent the ſpirit of 
God as concurring with, and operating upon our ſpl . 
rits in the great buſineſs of enlightning our minds, 
rectifying our wills, and purifying our affections; 
as diſpoſing us to, and aſſiſting us in duty, ſuccour- 
ing us under temptations, and ſupporting and com- 
forting us under trials and afflictions. And all this 
is, I hope, more or leſs veriſied in the experience of 
every good man. Worthy of the higheſt notice to + 
this purpoſe are the words of the Apoſtle to Titus, 
Chap. iii. 4. But after that the kindneſs and love of 
God our Saviour towards man appeared, not by works 
of righteouſneſs that wwe have done, but according to his 
grace hath he ſaved us by the waſhing of regeneration, 
and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt ; which be ſheds on us 
abundantly through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. And in 
like manner, 1 Cor. vi. 11. duch were ſome of you, but 
ye are waſhed, but ye are juſtified in the name of the 
Lord 


. 1 J. 

nd Feſus, and by the ſpirit of our Cod. Whoever 

x therefore dies in this renewed and ſanctified ſtate, is 
„ joftly; Taid to die in the Lord, or united to him by 
5 Spivic. * 1n reference to which this bleſſed Spirit 
| 8 often” repreſented in ſeripture as one of the eſſen- 
3 i - Hal Bogds of this union, 1ſt, Epiſt. of Jobn Chap. 
2. Aueh abe know. that he (God) dwelleth in us 


uri which bebatb given us. And Rom. viii. 
bs Th: Nn rb Spirit of bim that raifed up Cbriſ from 
Foot doth. in you, he that raiſed up Chriſt from the 

diadfoo!l--aifo 2 your mortal bodies by bis ſpirit 

4 x? ; thit'g PR | 7 
. . * ' 
= 5 e The third principle of this. union is mu- 
cual love on che part of both. The true Chriſtian 
oY oves God on. the account of the relation he ſtands 
7 e as his adorable Creator, from whom he de- 
Fives his being; and all the powers and faculties of 
* 1 it; loves him for his perfections, and the gracious 
| » "exerciſe of them towards him; that he vouchſafes 
= * to provide for him by his goodneſs, to direct him 
bf his wiſdom, protect him by his power, forgive 
i hui by his grace, and ſave him eternally by his 
| _ . mercy, Such was the holy flame which was kindled 
in the breaſt of the Pſalmiſt, from a ſerious reflec- 
tion upon theſe things, P/al, cxvi. 1. I love the Lord 
becauſe he hath heard my voice, becauſe be bath incli- 
ned bis ear to me, therefore will I call upon him as long 
as I live; and 1 John iv. 19. We love him becauſe be 
firſt loved us. For indeed God is not behind, but 
before-hand with us in this mutual intercourſe and 
rem = 


* 


2 P. | i 


. 


53 


is his creature, but more eſpecially as, } he bodies 


— mf _ 


as he is holy, pure as he is pure, rightedus 1 
righteous, and merciful 'as he is werdfol,. N 


| Whoever therefore: dies thus, loving God, 
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ted to him. For this mutual love is IN ply des . 7 
ed as one of the ſtricteſt bonds between b = 7 
the true: Chriſtian, | Ta man, fays our N Y 3 
5 Liour, Jubn xiv, 23. love me, be will Keep my wor” fot il 4 
aud my Fathir wil love bim, and Be pill come n 
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-himſelf in his 1 Epil. Chap. iv. 16. tells us, 2 1 
be that delleth in love, e in Gold, and God i _ X% 
im. * OT © 


| intereſt in God's favour, and a ſecure title to eterniat  - 
happineſs. And this indeed is the natural conſe- 


love to him, has, according to the gracious plan 1 


t 1 


feciprocation' of heavenly affection, for he loves and Wn 


takes a complaceney in fuch a man, not only as he 


reſemble him in tho moral parfectionsof his nature 
endeavouring according to his capacity” to be . iy 7 
* 2 


it is in Pal. xi. 7. The rblabus eee 5 5 ö 1 | 
auſneſs, and bis counienance doth aith Selb the Ede. 2 SN 
and love. 28 


by him, is properly ſald to die in the Lord, c 


bin, 7 and Yake up our abode with Bim. And "i ub 94 1 
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„p the awe an this pag, he is fad i 
FR Lord who dies in a fafe ſtate, that is, with an 


quence of the union juſt now deſcribed z for he who | 


is poſſeſſed at death of a true and genuine faich, re- 
newed by the fpirit of God, and animated with a 


and conſtitution of the Goſpel, obtained the full and 
final remiſſion of all his ſins, is reſtored to a ſtate 
#7 & iS oy of 
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7 Nerde wy re 
of him as to his 
bent atid* hereby qualified for the company, the 


.3 BEE 


* ts 


5 12585 75 a ier Al. feſh-- Bis offer. the Hiri. Ad 
2 498509 72255 ptrpoſe; Tote 3; 2. Ju. Lohe of- eternal. © 
= . 8 Balke prom At them that Ne Him, 8 — | 
ene. ST 4; 587 ey - 3 
—— We Gf, * . W EE ng * — 2” 1 
CCC 


* 
5s 8&4. a, 


iP, 
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Works, 2-4 a 
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7 N 1.5 
what e be calle. eiuer life. 74 har Part ol· itbe 
5. Cure which, \wag'threatened ho; Had. in Faſe gl · diſo· 
4 Sbedlichce⸗ *hat in the ſwent of dis. brows he ſhyuld .. 

eat his breadall Lche days of his lite; ll be returned. 


Any profeſſion. or occupation. in, it, but what. zis at- 
275 tended with ſame trouble, mare or leſs. Feu have 
it in their power to fall into the happy medium of 
neither doing too mach or tog little. Circumſtan- 

ces urge an ſome, temper others, to one or both 

of theſe extremes. The latter is as pernieious as 


1 the former as it benumbs the ſpirits, while the 


other exhauſts them. Even employments of a li- 
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tin ag wirty- ws NY 
porſon and ſetviees: though * 21 


*© eniployments, and the enjoyments of zhe heavevly © 


=. -+ For, er Apoſtſe. Nom Vill. 1. There is 2 
12 985 0 eee to them Ya! are in Chrif ee 


terary kind, which are ſuppoſed to be the molt a· 
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memory is ſoon filled, and more ien What i can 2 
contain becomes bardenſame and che waſt beer. 0 
eing invention ſoon. feaches it; $*tural; bounQas- 
„ . ang all Jatteropts beyond that, create 8 72 
- Is and trouble. The ſame author chere aße add. Tü WV. 
5 ſore travel hath God given ta. the chikcren of wei 
a to be exerciſed therewilb. But in | heaven they ſhall- 
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chem dato hing Thunrains of Water... 22 


e. | 
apc and entertaining of all others, and 


emaciate the body ſooner chan manual labour it- 
ſelf. Shlamon, Who Was 2 good judge, becauſe he 


was: a great proficient in thele matters, informs us, * 5 5 | 


- that in making many books. there” is. n0 end and that... 


times lies very deep. and: requires the moſt pad! 
reſcarebes to find ber uf "The. moſt; be ode! 


reſt from all theſe.” They ſhall no moye de ye oY 


to ile up karly, to fit up late, and to eat the N 


of Jorrow': for there che all hunger.” 
nor thirſt; any tore, for the Lamb which 1 is in the 7 
midſt of the throne Wall Feed chem, and ſhall l lead, 


is 
* N , . 7 * . * 
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22 They ar are cher bleed, 3 felt fw 4 


; alle the afflictions of body t to Which they are incident 


in che preſent life. Exer fince fin was introduced 
into the world, a train of diſorders of this kind have 
followed cloſe upon it. We can go into few places 
or families, but we ſee or hear of ſome who are la- 
bouring under one malady or another. So true is 


that obſervation in the book of Job, That though af- 


Os cometh not forth of an af nor troubles ſpring 
out 


no more, Ig | 


WE! + 1. : 
out of ibe ground, Yet man is Jorn to IE as 1% 
©" ſparks iy wupibard.. F "rom. this- no age, no ſex, no 
rank is exempted; | We meet with ſome of all de- 
* tees groaning under acute pains, others latgzuiſping % 
Kr, under pining ſickneſs, ſome ſcorched with burning . 
be fevers," others, chilled with ſhivering” agues, ſome 
Ws; « emaciated with donſumptions, others ſtruck with 


Fo 8 e ag alfies, ſome dein with conyullions, and others N 


it with plag „So- abundabtly is: verified” tde 
Apodle 7 "declardtton; Nom. viii, 225 2:3. The bee 
"creation gredneth and -fravaileth i in pain togetbtr until. *_ 
Mo j and. 10 offly "they,. but we ourferves' 40%. ho — 
' bave the firs. fruits of the ſpirit; euan tos ourſtloes groan. 
re” ourſelves, waiting for be udoplion, the Tedemp- 7 
| lion of our bodigs. "© And to the ſame. urpoſe 2 Car 
V. 4. We that are in this tabernacls groun, being 
| burdened. And the beſt of men often ſhare as deeply 7 
in theſe as the worſt, for no man, ſays Solomon, 
knows either love or hatred by any of theſe things; 
in this ſenſe there is one event to the good and to 
the bad, to the righteous and the unrighteous, to 
him that ſweareth, and to him that feareth an oath. 
Job's character is one of the moſt amiable and per- 
fect, that is recorded in the annals of time, yet his 
experience with reſpect to theſe things, taught him 
to ſay, I am made to poſſeſs months of vanity, and 
® weariſome nights are appointed for me; when I lie 
1 down, I ſay when ſhall T ariſe, and J am full of tofſings 
1 to and fro, till the dawning of the day. But after 
1 death they ſhall no more complain of ſuch afflicti- 
ons, for God ſhall iben wipe away all tears from their 


eyes, 
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* . gs of God.” Abd the wor Lang ſeems ner 
” 2 verde. highly delightod,. as when he has it in his 
Poner, dd ein fd an. opportunity to increaſ he 
Fock, tough 3 it ſhould; even be at cho expence of 


' " aver-teachipg, or oppreſling his poor neighbour. | 


3 5 And the ſenſualiſt finds | his} higheſt regale, in 
. drenching himſelf in luxury, lewdneſs, and de- 
bauchery. Tbus they glory in their ſhame, Philip. 
1,19, But the wicked man's pleaſure is the good 
man's burden. It grieves him to the heart to find 
any principles either in himſelf or others, which 
Prompt him to offend that God whoſe he is, and 
whom he is bound to ſerve; that God who is the 
length of his days, the breath of his noſtrils, and 
by whoſe viſitation his ſpirit is preſerved :, the Apo- 
ſtle Paul met with the ſevereſt perſecutions which 
che wit, or malice of his enemies could in vent, but 
we 


* 5 * 3 
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we do not find him complain ſo rathetically of any 
of theſe, as of the onſets of bis remaining cotrup- 


©" tions: . I delight, ſays he, Rom. vii. 22, 23, 24. in 
ie luv of God after the inward man, but T find ano- 
9 ont ben lato in my members, warring again the law of my 
2» 71 ing, and leading 
. aud deaths, whjeb. i is in my. members. Ob! wretched 
; 4 ol nay "that I ain, ha; bal deliver me from the body of 


me "into » captivity to the law of fin 


big, death. „And the, Prophet Jeremiab, when he 
4 viewed the torrehts of wickednels, which prevailed | 
in his ticne, yttets the molt pathetic wiſh, he 


he be feclu ed from the ſociety of men, that ſo 


be might no longer be obliged to behold: ſuch diſ- 
Agrtcable ſcenes. Jer. i ix. 2, . O that 1 bad, bays 
he, in the, *hilderneſs 4 ladging Place of way. Faring 
men, that I might leave my people, and go from ibem 5 
for they be all adulterers, an'aſſembly of evil men. T 
Bend their tonguts like their bows. for lies, but are not 


valiant for the truth upon the earth, they proceed from 


evil to evil, and know not me, ſaith the Lord. But 
in heaven they ſhall reſt from all troubles - of this 


kind, either from themſelves or others. For then 


their graces and virtues, which are now but as it 
were in their infant ſtate, ſhall riſe to their full per- 
fection, and their corruptions which are but partly 
ſubdued here, ſhall be totally eradicate there. Now, 
ſays the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. xiii. 9, 10. we know in parts 
and prophecy in part, but when that which is perfest 
is come, that which is in part ſhall be done away. 
Neither ſhall any ſubtle tempter ever be permitted 
to enter or pollute theſe hallowed abodes. The 

C earthlyyx 
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earthly paradiſe was acceſſible to him, but the hea- 
venly one ſhall be for ever ſhut againſt him. For 
there ſhall in no wiſe enter therein, any thing that | 
defileth or maketh a lie. 


1 


N 4thly. They ſhall then reſt from all the croſſes, 


diſappointments and loſſes, to which they are ſub- 4 


ject in the preſent life, We often lay down the 
faireſt, and, to our on apprehenſion, the moſt 
hopeful projects," but ſomething which -we could 
neither foreſee nor prevent, runs counter to them, 
and they are blaſted in a moment : we are poſſeſſed 
of an ample, and what we think, the beſt ſecured 
fortune to-day, but "to-morrow informs us, that 
riches make themſelves wings, and fly away as an 
eagle towards heaven. In the ſunſhine of proſpe- 
rity, friends ſwarm about us like bees on the honeß 
flowers, but the night of adverſity, comes, and as 
Job expreſſes it, like the fireams of brooks they paſs 
away, This moment we look big in a lucrative 
and honourable place, but the fickle humour of a 
prince or patron, takes a different turn, and diveſts 
of it the next. In the morning we exult in a com- 
fortable ſtate of health, but the evening ſees us 
ſtretched upon a bed of languiſhing. This year 
we are ſolaceing ourſelves in a numerous and pro- 
miſing offspring, the next, death ſweeps them a- 
way, and leaves us inconſolable for loſs of them. 
This often ſits brooding upon a tender and affec- 
tionate mind, more heavily than any other loſs they 
meet with in this world. Jacob had paſſed through 
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many troubleſome ſcenes in life, but none of them 
ever ſeemed to affect him ſo ſenſibly, as the imagi» 
nary loſs of Joſeph and Benjamin. Foſeph, ſays he 
to the reſt of his ſons, is not, and Benjamin you twill 
take away; all theſe things are againſt me; if ought 
fhould befal the lad by the way, you will bring down 
my grey hairs with ſorrow to the grave. But in hea» 
ven there is no croſs, no diſappointment, no loſs z 


that is an inheritance which is incorruptible and unde- 


filed, and which fadetb not away. The inhabitants 
of that place of conſummate bliſs ſhall complain of 
no changes, nor take up Job's mournful ditty, and 
ſay, Oh that I were as in months paſt, as in the days 
hen Cad preſerved me. When bis candle ſoined upon 
my bead, and when by bis light 1 walked through darke 
meſs 3 ; as I was.in the days of my youth, when the ſe care 
of God was upon my tabernacle ;, when the Almighty 
was yet with me, and my chilaren were about me, Job 


XXiX. 2, 3» 43 5 


5thly. They ſhall reſt from all their doubts and 
fears, with reſpect to their intereſt in God's favour, 
and their title to eternal ſalvation. There is no 
man who thinks at all, but muſt every now and 
then examine himſelf as to this matter; for he who 
paſſes through the world without any attention to 
his moral ſtate and character, is unworthy the name 
of a rational creature. But now, the graces and 
virtues of the beſt, are ſometimes ſo low, their cor- 
ruptions ſo ſtubborn, their falls ſo frequent, their 


reſolutions ſo weak, and their obedience fo imper- 
| C 2 | tet, 
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fect, that they are ſometimes naturally led to queſ- 
tion the ſafety of their condition in this particular. 
But eſpecially if they have been formerly perſons 
of a very profligate turn, and continued very long 
in their ſins, their doubts are apt to riſe the higher, 
and more ſtill, if they fall into any grievous ſin, 
after they thought they had repented of all their 
former ones, and obtained the forgiveneſs of them. 
Even the prophet Jonab, who in all probability had 
long before taſted that the Lord was gracious, felt, 
upon a freſh a& of diſobedience, his wounds begin 
to bleed anew. Jonab ii. 4. 1 ſaid I am caſt out of 
thy preſence. But in heaven, all theſe apprehenſi- 

ons ſhall be for ever diſſipate. They ſhall fin no 
more, and therefore fear no more, ſhall doubt of 
God's favour no more, for they ſhall enjoy it in its 
fulleſt perfection, ſhall queſtion their title to eter- 
nal ſalvation no more, for they ſhall find themſelves 
in the poſſeſſion of it, P/al. xvi. laſt verſe, In thy pre- 
ence there is fulneſs of joy, and at thy right band there 
are pleaſures for evermore. Then they ſhall no longer 


. . fay with Aſaph, hath God forgotten 10 be gracious ? 


Will be be favourable no more? Hath be in anger ſhut 


up bis tender mercies, and doth bis promiſe fail for 
ever more? Pal. Ixxvii. 7, 8, 9. 


6thly. They wall then reſt for ever from the 
Pains and agonies of death. Death carries ſome- 
thing in it from which nature in general revolts, 
and ſhrinks back. The thought of being cut off 
from all their preſent enjoy ments, relations, friends 
and 


[ar J 

and acquaintance; and lodged in the lonely cell of 
the grave, is ſomewhat alarming to moſt men. But 
this is not all, for what pangs and throws, ſobs and 
groans, often precede and uſher: in our laſt-mo- 
ments, till nature quite ſpent, yields to the ſtrug- 
gle, reſigns life, and leaves the body a pale corpſe 
on the bed on which it lies, But the moſt awful 
ſcene is ſtill behind, for the departing ſoul muſt go 
before the tribunal of God, its omniſcient gudge, 
and there account for every thing done in the bod, 
whether it be good, or whether it be evil, and receive 
a ſentence accordingly. In conſequence of all which 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks of ſome who through fear of 
death are all their life-time ſubjet? to bondage. Some 
more bold than wiſe, may pretend to brave all 
this, and treat it with contempt, but if a future 
ſtate is even but poſſible, common prudence requires 
that we ſhould provide for it, and it is no mark 
either of folly or puſillanimity, to be duly concerned 
about, and properly prepared for, ſo intereſting an 
event. Wiſhing ſuch therefore a juſter way of 

thinking; the bleſt in heaven ſhall never either fear, 
or feel death any more; for then this corruptible 
ſhall put on incorruption, and this mortal ſhall put 
on immortality, and an * be ſwallowed up 


in victory. 


I proceed now to the third thing i in the method 
which is the authority there ſpecified for our belief 
of the truth of this aſſertion, that they are bleſſed 


who die in the Lord; and that is couched K 
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theſe expreſſions, yea, ſaith the ſpirit. The doc2 
trine of the immortality of the ſoul, a future judg- 
ment, and a ſtate of rewards and puniſhments in the 
life to come, has been almoſt univerſally reteived by 


all-nations, and in all ages, The arguments drawn 
from the immateriality of the ſoul itſelf, and the 
perfections of the Deity, have gone a great way to 


fatisfy every reaſonable man in this matter: and few 


perhaps have attempted to elude their force, but 
thoſe whoſe vices made it their intereſt to wiſh that 
their ſouls were not immortal. But that no doubt 
might remain in this important point, God has 
| been pleaſed to give the moſt explicit revelation of 


it in the goſpel of his bleſſed Son: For Chriſt, 


ſays the Apoſtle, 2 Tim. i. 10. hath aboliſhed death, 
and brought life and immortality to light by the Goſpel. 
And to the ſame purpoſe, Rom. ii. 7. To them, who 
by patient continuance in wwell-aoing, ſeek for glory, on- 
our and immortality,” God will give eternal life. But 
this is not all, for not only the immortality of the 
ſoul,” but | likewiſe the reſurrection of the body to 
everlaſting life, is revealed in the Goſpel by this 
bleſſed ſpirit. This is a point which unaſſiſted rea- 
ſon ſeems hardly to have ever thought of. For 


poſed to hint at it, yet the hint is ſo obſcure, that 
very little can be deduced from it. Beſides, he lived 


is the days of the Apoſtles, and might poſſibly bor- 
row it from them. But however that be, this com- 
fortable doctrine is expreſsly taught in the ſacred 
Kriptutes. — The hour cometh, in which 

all 


thought Seneca in one part of his works may be ſup: 
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all that are in their graves ſhall hear his voice, and 
Hall come forth, they that. baue done good, to the re- 


ſurrection of. fe x ; and they that bave done evil, to the 
reſurreFion of condemnation. And in like manner, 


1 Theſſ. iv. 14. For if we believe that Jeſus: both 
died and roſe again, even ſo them alſo that Jeep) in Jau. 
will God bring with bim. 


Nothing remains now but to make. ſome im- 
provement of this ſubject. But before I enter upon 
it, it may be expected I ſhould give ſome account 
of the character of the worthy perſon, whoſe death 
was the occaſion of it. But this I am forbid to do 
by his own expreſs deſire, which I preſume not to 
violate in the ſmalleſt tittle. However, for your 


ſatisfaction in this point, I ſhall read to you a paper 


which was lf behind him for that a and is 
as follows. 8 Kt 


No mention to be made of me, except the 
burthen of my humbling, mortifying, corruptionsy 
my ingratitude for, and miſimprovement of mercies 
temporal and ſpiritual, and the hopes of eternal 
life; the fore troubles and labours I have been ex- 
erciſed with, but leſs than my ſins have deſerved, 
during my paſſage through this vain world; that 
1 humbly hope I have experienced comforts to 


balance every affliction, and that in the exerciſe of 


faith, repentance, and new obedience, I have under 
divine aſſiſtance come to God, inclined my ear to 


his word, and that my ſoul liyes to him that iv 


_ 47 
has made with me through his rich and free grace; 
an everlaſting covenant, to advance his glory, the 
honour of the Mediator, my growing holineſs and 
comfort here, and my ſalvation hereafter : that 
God who commanded the light to 'ſhine out of 
darkneſs hath ſhined into my ſoul, to give me the 
light of the knowledge of his glory, in the perſon 
and adminiſtration of Jeſus Chriſt: and though I 
am ſometimes in heavineſs, by reaſon of paſt and 
remaining corruptions, and manifold temptations 
-and troubles, I ſhall not be forſaken: and if it be 
needful, may I in greater tribulations than I have 
yet met with, be made ready to enter into the 


Kingdom of heaven.” 
Noble ſentiments, 2 bah of a real Chriſtian. 


| Now for the improvement. 1ſt, . Adore the Al- 
mighty that of his infinite grace, he has been pleaſ- 
ed to provide a ſtate which is more than ſufficient 
to balance all the diſtreſſes of this. Our light 
afflitions, ſays the Apoſtle, which are but for a no- 
ment, work for us (when duly improved and ſanc- 
tified by God, ) 4 far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory, while wwe look not at the things which are ſeen, 


and are temporal, but at the things which are not ſeen, 
and are eternal, 2 Cor. iv, 17, 18. Here the true ſer. 
vants of God may have many diſquietudes, but 
there they ſhall have everlaſting reſt; here they 
may have many pains, but there they ſhall have 
eternal pleaſures ; here they may have many ſor- 
SR. ; roms, 
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rows. but there they ſhall have endleſs joys. © For 
eye hath not ſeen, though it hath ſeen many things, 
ear hath not heard, though it hath heard many 
things, which the eye never ſaw, nor hath it entered 
into the heart of man to conceive, though it can 
conceive many more and greater things, than either" 


the eye ever ſaw, or the ear ever heard, yet it hath 
not conceived the things which God hath laid up for 
them that love him. Therefore, | 


wo Epdeavour, by the aids of divine grace, to 
Poſſeſs" yourſelyes of ſuch qualifications as may fit 
you for admiſſion into that bleſſed ſtate. And to 
that end live in the Lord, that ſo you may die in 
the Lord. Cultivate a true and genuine faith in 
him, for this is the foundation of all religion. We 
can never worſhip that God in whom we do not be- 
eve, accept of that Saviour whom we do not ac- 

knowledge, obey thoſe laws of the excellency and 
obligation of which we are not perſuaded, or pre- 
pare for a future world, of the reality of which we 
are not convinced. Juſtly therefore does the Apo- 
ſtle, Heb. xi. 6. ſay, Without faith it is inpaſible to 
Pleaſe God, for be that cometh unto God, muft believe 
that he is, and that be is the rewarder of them that di. 
ligently ſeek bim. And to the ſame purpoſe Rom. x. 
14. How ſhall they call on him in whom they have not 
believed, and how ſhall they believe in him of b. 
they have not heard. Attend therefore carefully to 
| Every diſcovery God is pleaſed to make of himſelf,” 

either * the light of nature or revelation, and pray 
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that he would work in you all the good: pleafure & 
3 ou _ work. m with N = 


3. 3 h wich the a earriefinath' to 
the Almighty, for the influences of his bleſſed ſpi- 
rit to enlighten your minds, to renew your wills, 
to purify your affections, to aſſiſt you in duty 
to fortify. you againſt temptations, and to ſup It. 
and comfort you under trials. Adopt the words o 
the holy Pſalmiſt, and ſay, 1% ſpirit is goog, lead 
hi to" the" land of uprightneſs. Carefully watch a- 
gainſt, and avoid every thing which may grieve 
or 'off:nd him, or if through infirmity or ſurprize 
you ſhould fall into any ſin, take care to recover 
yourſelves | again, by a ſpeedy and lingere. repent= 
ance, praying with the ſame divine author, Plal. lis 
10, 11, 12. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and 
reneto within me a right ſpirit caſt me not away fram 
thy preſence, and take not thy boly ſoirit from me; reſtore 
unto me the joys of thy ſalvation, and e me with tby 
| ou fpirit. 8 


4. Cultivate a feodehs and Ander love to Gd. 
View and meditate- upon him in all the amiable 
lights and characters in which he is pleaſed to re · 
Preſent himſelt as the God of nature, and the God 
af grace; as poſſefled of unerring wiſdom, irreſiſti⸗ 


ble power, conſummate goodneſs, perfect purity 
and holineſs, and boundleſs mercy. Dwell 1 upon 


all cheſe till they excite and kindle in you the mo- 
foundeſt veneration of, eteem for; and affection 
. towards 
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towards him: and eſpeeially contemplate” the King 
and benigu exerciſe of all theſe glorlous perfecti: 
ons towards yourſelves in Particular n forgiving 
you all your ſins, receiving, you again infp- his fa- 
vour, raking you under his gracious charge and pro- 
tection, and gradually training you up for a world 
of perſect felicity and glory. I-halll conclude theſe 
three heads of improvement with the exhortatian of 
tile Apo ftle' Jude, which is moſt appoſit ite to them 
all. Ks, ye beloved, building Your ſelves ip in your 
moſt” holy faith, aud praying in the Holy Ghoſt, keep 
Joubſelvts in the love of God, Tooking fot. the 1 of 
* Chrift unto" eternal Me. 17 | 
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5 Seriouſly and couſtiemioudy rattle good 
works 3 walk in all the commandments” and ori 
nances of the Lord blameleſs. Sacredly obſerve 
the rules of integrity, juſtice and honeſty, in all 
your tranſactions with your neighbours: Cultivate 
ſobriety, temperance, and ſelf. demal, in your own 
private conduct; and extend, as far as your abilis 
ties will allow, your charity to all who need it. 
Thus adorn the doctrine of God your Saviour in all 
things;. by a converſation well ordered; and this 
the rather, as men of ſceptical principles, or · diſſoꝰ 
lute lives, are ever ready to lay hold of the flips 
and miſcartiages of good men, and improve them 
againſt the religion which they profeſs. Take, 4 
thetefore; care that the good ways of the Lord be 
not evil ſpoken of on your accouit, Have Jour 
. 21 hantft among the Gauila, that whert- 
as 


> 
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85 they ſpeak againſt you as evil doers, they may by your 
good works which they ſhall behold, glorify — in ibe 
day of viſitation, 1 Pet. ii. 12. 


I ſhall make uſe of only one motive to excite 
you to All this, and that is ſuggeſted to us by the 
text in theſe words, your works ſhall follow you, Lou 
ſee that your eſtates, be they never ſo large, muſt 
be left behind, ſo muſt your offices and titles, be 
| they never ſo ſplendid and honourable, ſo muſt 
your relations and friends, be they never ſo kind 
and powerful ; you muſt take your leave of all theſe 
with your dying breath ; but here is ſomething that 
can and will follow you into the other world, and 
that is, your good works. Theſe will partly e- 
vince your title to it, and ſhow that in ſome-mea- 
ſure you are qualified for it. Add therefore to your 
faith, virtue; to virtue knowledge ; to knowledge tem- 
perance ; to temperance patience ; to patience godlineſs ;; 
to godlineſs brotherly kindneſs and charity: for if theſe 
things be in you and abound, they ſhall make you that 
you ſhall neither be harren nor unfruitful — for ſo an 
entrance ſhall be miniſtered unto you abundantly, into 
the everlaſting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 


A few words now to thoſe who are more imme- 
diately concerned in this diſpenſation, and then I 
have done. On occaſions of this kind, we are ge- 
nerally too prone to indulge to exceſſive grief and 
concern, And in the preſent. cafe i in particular, one 
ſurviving 
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ſurviving relation may ſay, I have loſt a huſband] 
and my loſs cannot ealily be repaired, others may 
ſay, we have loſt a father, and our loſs can never 
be made up. This ſociety may ſay, that they have 
loſt a valuable and uſeful member, and they 
know not who will ſupply his place; and the neigh- 
bouring pong may ſay, they have loft a good be- 
nefactor, and Wat they can hardly fail to miſs him. 


All this N true, but at the ſame time it is e- 
qually tries God makes all things work toge- 
ther for a of them that love him. In all 


ſuch cir as theſe, we ſhould ſay with the 
holy Pſalmilt, H xviii. 47. The Lord liveth, bleſ- 
ſed be my rock, and let the God ef my ſalvation be ex- 
allied. None could direct us fo well, but God can 
direct us ſtill better, none provide for, or protect - 
us to ſuch a degree, - but he can do both to a much 
higher one. In a word, none could comfort us ſo 
much, but he can comfort us much more. If we 
kept theſe conſiderations conſtantly in view, and 
were ſuitably impreſſed by them, we might indeed 
be ſorry for the death of relations, but ſure I am, 
we would endeavour to guard againſt all murmur- 
ing and repining at it. We would rather ſtudy to 
ſay, Good is the will of the Lord, and pray that 
he woule be phraſes to enable us to ſubmit humbly 
ro it. : 


2 What you may loſe in one reſpect, by the 
death of your pious relative, ſtrive to make up in 
another, by imitating what was praiſe-worthy in 
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s.paſt life and converſation. And particularly let 
one ſay, my huſband amidft all the multiplicity of 

s affairs, did not forget the concerns of his im- 
mortal ſoul, and I will not forget mine. And let 
another ſay, my father took care in the extenſive 
ſcenes of buſineſs, in which he was ſo long engaged, 
to provide for an eternal, world, and I will. do ſo 
too. Let this congregation fay, ohr friend, we 
hope, ſerved his generation 2 the will 


of God, and is now fallen, aſleep and 
we will make it our buſineſs to do 5 To con- 
clude, let us all be fallowers. of this . through 
faith and patience are now inheriting e itt: for- 
getting, the things that are behind, and reaching to thoſa 
that are before, let us preſi towards the mark for the 


prize of the high calling of Gad in Chriſt 7 efus. 


SO 


